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SA433057

Massacre of the Innocents,
Italian or French c.1825, After
Guide Reni (1575-1642)

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA433057
Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 106 cm (41.7")

Width = 75 cm (29.5")
Depth = 6 cm (2.4")

Description

Qil on canvas A beautiful Italian or French painting depicting the Massacre of the Innocents from the Gospel of
Matthew. Before a landscape bathed in light, but set with dark and heavy architecture, a group of eight adults and
eight children has been skilfully arranged (including the putti distributing the palm of victory). The unusual vertical
format, rarely used for this theme, and above all the symmetrical structure of figural counterparts indicate that
Reni was particularly interested in a specific problem of composition: that of achieving a balance between
centripetal and centrifugal movement while combining them in a static pictorial structure. The composition is
balanced despite the violence of the scene and Reni managed to portray an almost theatrical dimension to the
work. The scene is characterised by the contrast of colours and the dramatic gestures. The artist carefully studied
Reni and created his work in the same bold colours as the original (painted in 1611) from the church of San
Domenico and the Pinacoteca of Bologna (see the Pinacoteca Nazionale di Bologna Catalogo Generale. delle opere
esposite, No. 206, p 144. - Bologna 1987). Reni's greatest riv...
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