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Portrait of James Francis
Edward Stuart c.1692; Circle or
Studio of Nicholas de
Largilliere.

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA432007

Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 64 cm (25.2")

Width = 52 cm (20.5")

Depth = 6 cm (2.4")

Description

oil on canvas in original carved and giltwood frame.  This is a very rare and important image of Prince James
Francis Edward Stuart, Pretender to the English throne. Painted c.1692, when he was four, Studio or Circle of
Largilliere who painted the original large family group portrait in 1691. The prince wears a dress as was the custom
for boys until they were 'breeeched' at the age of seven.  In an era with no mass communication as we understand
it, portraits were power; Henry VIII was the first to really understand this. These Jacobite portraits were essential
in maintaining the Stuarts in people's minds; visual propaganda. The implied message was that the Stuarts were
merely absent from the country and throne for a while, waiting an inevitable restoration. The frequent Jacobite
invasions, plots and rebellions were partly made possible by the fact that people could visualise the princes for
whom they risked their lives.  The paintings, mainly miniatures, went to the wealthy, engravings to the less
wealthy. Note that the prince wears the blue sash and badge of the Order of the Garter as a statement of
legitimacy and right to the throne. The small size of this portrait mea...Internal Ref: 8976
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