SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA407971

A 1930s J W Benson gold wrist
watch

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA407971

Date of manufacture: 1930

Description

A 1930s J W Benson gold wrist watch. The watch is very similar in design to the famous Rolex Oyster which was
used in Mercedes Gleitze's cross-Channel challenge in 1927. Rolex capitalised on the fact that the watch was still
working perfectly even after a 10 hour swim and it was highly advertised, perhaps inspiring other watch
manufacturers to produce something similar.  This particular watch has a Swiss hand-winding movement, Cyma
ref 032 with 15 jewels, which is working nicely. The movement is protected by an inner hinged cover. The watch
measures 29mm wide excluding the winding crown and 29mm high excluding the lugs... it would suit a gentleman
with a slimmer wrist or it could be worn by a lady. The case is 9 carat gold and there are hallmarks inside the case
back for Glasgow (import mark), 1936, together with a sponsor’s mark for J W Benson (as the importer of the
watch), and a case maker’s mark for Francois Borgel. There are also various patent details including a 1932 British
patent for improvements to fluid tight cases although, as with any vintage watch, it should be kept away from
water or moisture... this patent was applied for under the names of various mem...
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