
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA373663

Late C19th 'Grand Tour'
souvenir bronze statue after
the antique "Venus of Capua"

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA373663

Date of manufacture: 1900

Dimensions
Height = 40.6401 cm (16.0")

Width = 15.24 cm (6.0")

Depth = 15.24 cm (6.0")

Description

Late C19th 'Grand Tour' souvenir bronze statue after the antique, "Venus of Capua".  The original marble Capuan
Venus statue represents a semi-naked Aphrodite, named after its place of rediscovery at the ruins of the ancient
Roman amphitheatre at Capua in the Campania region of southern Italy .  The statue being an earlier version of
the type of the Venus de Milo and close in conception to the Venus of Arles. This Roman version of an Ancient
Greek figure , depicts the Goddess probably admiring her reflection in the shiny surface of her lover Ares' shield ,
which she previously held.  Combining both sexual allure and martial symbolism , the Venus of Capua evokes the
Greek past, yet also bears new resonances in its Roman civic context. Worship of ,and the cult of Aphrodite
continued throughout the Roman period , where she was known as Venus and symbolised Rome's imperial power.
Roman temples were built to solicite her assistance in battle.  The goddess is depicted here semi-naked ,partially
clad in a richly draped himation, with her left foot on the helmet of Ares (Mars to the Romans) the God of War. In
her hair she wears a diadem , symbolic of her status as a Goddess.  The...Internal Ref: ML 1511
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