SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA357317

Magnificent & Grand French
Three Piece Desk Set - Hand
Painted Porcelain Inset ¢.1860

Price

GBP 2,275

| USD $3,073 | EUR 2,661

Item Reference: SA357317

Date of manufacture: 1860

Description

Wonderful to find a top-notch, highly decorative and most unusual desk set, French in origin dating to around
1860. Made from nutty coloured burl Walnut, all three pieces are mounted with the most wonderful polished
brass mounts all inset with fabulous hand painted porcelain plaques. Our restorer had to remove all the mounts to
professionally clean and on doing so found the name of the figure depicted on the plagues, "Ninon De Lenclos" a
French Author, Courtesan, Freethinker and Patron of the Arts. The set is made up of a Stationery box with brass
swing handles each side; the box complete with a working tasselled key. The box opens to reveal the wonderful
original gilded leather lining with the original paper lining the sides of the dividers. The lock and hinges are
beautifully engraved, a true sign of quality. The next piece is a hefty large oval Walnut Inkstand with a large glass
inkwell to the rear, the brass on top inset with two larger porcelain plaques; the sides inset with six smaller
plagues. The third and final piece of the set is a desk blotter / portfolio with the original blue silk taffeta, the left
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