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SA347062

Portrait of Lady Elizabeth
Southwell (hee Cromwell) c.
1680; Circle of Sir Godfrey
Kneller.

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA347062

Date of manufacture: Before 1700

Description

Qil on canvas in gilt cassetta frame. An intimate small portrait of the young Elizabeth. Lady Elizabeth Cromwell
(€.1672-1709) was the only daughter of Vere Essex Cromwell of Oakham, 4th Earl of Ardglass and his wife
Catherine Hamilton. When her father died in 1687, she claimed the title of 8th Baroness Cromwell of Oakham,
although his Earldom and Viscountship became extinct; she was ranked with the Peeresses at the funeral of
Queen Mary Il and the coronation of Queen Anne, but her claim appears to have been a mistake. Whether she
was entitled to succeed her father depends on how the barony was created. A barony by writ descends to an only
daughter, if a baron has no sons; a barony by patent follows the rule of descent given in the patent - normally to
the male heirs of the grantee, which would exclude daughters. The Barony of Cromwell has a patent, granted in
1540 to Gregory Cromwell, 1st Baron Cromwell of Oakham (and his heirs male), son of Henry VIII's Minister
Thomas Cromwell, after his father's fall and execution. But the antiquarian William Dugdale had claimed in the
hed Qs that Hagre was also a writ summoning Gregory Cromwell as Baron Cromwell, dated 28 May 1539. Al...
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