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Portrait of James FitzJames,
Duke of Berwick c.1690: Studio
of John Michael Wright.
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Item Reference: SA307661

Date of manufacture: 1700

Description

Oil on canvas in a fine quality carved and giltwood reproduction 17th century frame.  JAMES FITZJAMES, 1st
Duke of Berwick, 1st Duke of Fitz-James, 1st Duke of Liria and Jérica (21 August 1670 – 12 June 1734) was an
Anglo-French military leader, illegitimate son of King James II of England by Arabella Churchill, sister of the 1st
Duke of Marlborough.  His father was a recent convert to Catholicism and Fitzjames was schooled at a succession
of Catholic colleges in France between 1677 and 1686. After his education he shuttled between Britain and the
armies of the Holy Roman Emperor Leopold I, fighting in what is now Hungary and Austria.  Following his father’s
accession to the throne, Fitzjames was made Duke of Berwick upon Tweed, and appointed Colonel of the 8th
Regiment of Foot and the Royal Horse Guards.  When Prince William of Orange landed in 1688 to seize the
English throne, the 18-year-old Berwick fled to France, seeking refuge at the royal court of King Louis XIV.
Berwick served in James II’s unsuccessful campaign in Ireland, commanding the cavalry on the Jacobite right wing
at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690. He took temporary overall command of the Jacobite force...Internal Ref: 8857
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