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Portrait of Mary Hume ¢.1735;
Attributed to Thomas Murray

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA304125

Date of manufacture: 1700

Description

Qil on canvas in good quality period carved and giltwood frame. Mary Hume (1715-1740) was painted in
probably 1735 to commemorate her betrothal to Nicholas Loftus, later 2nd Viscount Loftus of Ely and then 1st
Earl of Ely. The marriage followed on 18 August 1736; the union was to be short. Nicholas Loftus was the eldest
son of Nicholas Loftus of Loftus Hall, County Wexford and his daughter Anne Ponsonby, daughter of the the 1st
Viscount Duncannon. The Loftus family was wealthy and long-established in Ireland, being descended from
Archbishop Adam Loftus (Lord Chancellor of Ireland and founding Provost of Trinity College Dublin). Mary was
the eldest daughter and co-heiress of Sir Gustavus Hume, 3rd Bt, who was an enormously wealthy landowner with
vast estates in County Fermanagh, where he had commissioned Richard Castle to design him a neo-classical
mansion, Castle Hume. Hume had been High Sheriff of that county in 1701. Nicholas Loftus took the suffix Hume
when he married. Mary bore a son, another Nicholas, in 1738, but died in 1740 aged 25. {Our thanks to Simon
H]ngg1 Qgirggggescendant, for the above information} THOMAS MURRAY (1663-1735), Portrait painter. Scot...
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