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Description

Oil on canvas; Prince VIRGINIO ORSINI, Knight  of Malta,of the ducal family of Bracciano, born 1615; died 21
August, 1676. He renounced his birthright in his youth, entered the military order of the Knights of Malta, (in the
portrait he wears their symbol, the Maltese Cross), and more than once distinguished himself in the war against
the Turks by his reckless bravery.  In December, 1641, Pope Urban VIII raised him to the dignity of Cardinal, and
appointed him Protector of the Polish as well as of the Portuguese Orient. He was commissioned to direct the
building of the new fortifications with which Urban VIII enclosed the Leonine City and a quarter of Trastevere, and
which are still in existence. In 1675 he became Cardinal Bishop of Frascati, but died the following year.  The
ORSINIS were one of the most ancient and distinguished families of the Roman nobility, whose members often
played an important rôle in the history of Italy, particularly in that of Rome and of the Papal States. They had large
possessions in Italy and were the rulers of numerous and important dominions, fortified towns, and strongholds. In
Rome, the Orsini were the hereditary enemies of the equally di...Internal Ref: 8481
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