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Portrait of a Gentleman c.1680
by Mary Beale
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Item Reference: SA291267

Date of manufacture: Before 1700

Description

Oil on canvas in 17th century frame. This is a fine quality portrait painted with great sensitivity and insight. The
sitter wears an expensive lace cravat and an Indian silk tea gown, highly fashionable, and so costly that Samuel
Pepys had to hire one when his portrait was painted by Hayls.   The sitter is depicted within a beautifully painted
feigned stone oval, bearing fruit. This motif was used so often by Beale as to be almost her trademark. It also was
intended to be a Classical reminder. Beale excelled in formats where an extra degree of sensitivity was required,
and it is noticeable that many of her portraits, as in this example, a slight smile can be detected...there is a
freshness and an immediacy that Beale's contemporaries were seldom able to achieve.   MARY BEALE
(1632-1697) was born in Barrow, Suffolk, the daughter of John Cradock, a Puritan rector. Her mother, Dorothy,
died when she was 10. Her father was an amateur painter, and member of the Painter-Stainers' Company, and she
was acquainted with local artists, such as Nathaniel Thach, Matthew Snelling, Robert Walker and Peter Lely. In
1652, at the age of 18, she married Charles Beale, a cloth merchant from ...Internal Ref: 8815
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