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SOLD...Portrait of an officer
said to be Prince Rupert;
English School c. 1665
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Description

Oil on canvas in 19th c. frame.  Thought to be Prince Rupert, the sitter looks confidently at the viewer; he wears
armour and holds a baton...the symbol of high military rank.  PRINCE RUPERT, Count Palatine of the Rhine (1619
-1682)  Born in Prague, his mother was Elizabeth Stuart of England; whilst still a baby, his father, Frederick V, lost
his crown in the Battle of the White Mountain against the Habsburg Emperor. Defeated, the royal family was
given eight hours to flee Prague. Thus began a life of exile and adventure; virtually penniless, at the age of twelve
Rupert became a soldier. After fighting across Europe in the Thirty Years War he made his way to England, where
he joined his uncle Charles l, at the outbreak of the Civil War. For the next four years he was the king's most
famous general. An imposing presence on the battlefield - he was six feet four inches tall - the prince was feared,
hated and respected by his enemies in equal measure. After the king's downfall in 1646 Rupert was banished from
Britain. Still only 26 years old, he kept the Royalist cause alive with a handful of ships, and for a time lived as a
pirate prince in the Caribbean. After the Restorat...Internal Ref: 8471
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