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Portrait of Young Boy c.1620:
Italian School.

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA210655

Date of manufacture: Before 1700

Dimensions
Height = 117 cm (46.1")

Width = 86 cm (33.9")

Depth = 7 cm (2.8")

Description

Oil on canvas in a parcel gilt and ebonised frame.  This charming naive portrait depicts a boy, almost certainly of
aristocratic birth, wearing extremely expensive clothing. Painted c.1620, this is probably Northern Italian, rather
mannered and stiff, it is clearly the work of a provincial artist of only moderate talent; yet the slightly primitive feel,
the lack of assurance in perspective and proportion, give this endearing image an intimacy and directness
sometimes lacking in the more accomplished portraiture of the period.   Probably painted when he was five or six,
as this was the age at which a boy stopped wearing skirts and adopted the clothing of a man. The boy rests his left
hand on a lavishly clothed table and looks assuredly at the viewer.  On the window ledge are two cherries which
symbolise youth; the cherry was also known as the Fruit of Paradise, given as a reward for virtue, it also
symbolises Heaven. Amongst the flowers can be seen white jasmine which represents amiability of character.
SIZE:46 x 34 inches inc. frame. PROVENANCE: *Kellogg. *By descent to V.V.Edwards, 14 June 1883. *Galeria La
Granja, Mexico City. *English Private Collection.Internal Ref: 8716
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