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Double Portrait of a Lady and
Gentleman c.1740; Attributed
to Francis Hayman R.A.

Price

GBP 8,950
| USD $12,111 | EUR 10,472

Item Reference: SA139642

Date of manufacture: 1750

Dimensions
Height = 76 cm (29.9")

Width = 89 cm (35.0")

Depth = 6 cm (2.4")

Description

Oil on canvas now mounted on board in fine period carved and giltwood frame.  This type of small scale portrait is
known as a conversation piece and .."was the first real break with the stereotyped portraiture of the early 18th
century. It was essentially a private rather than a public art form.  The aim of the coversation piece was to catch
the sitter with family and friends in action, and Hogarth, a friend of Hayman's, succeeded extremely well at this."
(Francis Hayman by Brian Allen).  Hogarth was a positive influence on Hayman as he had demonstrated that there
was a good market for the small scale conversation piece.  In this portrait the male sitter has discarded his wig and
wears a velvet cap of the type associated with artists, writers and other creative people. He also wears an
expensive silk 'tea gown' to emphasise his relaxation at home. It is clear that the world of literature is being
emphasised...a door opens onto a library, more books are on the table and the lady holds a volume with her finger
marking her place.  The middle class panelled room is typical of Hayman and occurs many times in his conversation
pieces and are, more often than not, a version of hi...Internal Ref: 8602
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