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SOLD....Portrait of Lady Anne
Cecil c.1635; Circle of Van
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Item Reference: SA12530

Date of manufacture:

Description

Qil on canvas in good quality 17th c. carved and giltwood frame. LADY ANNE CECIL, COUNTESS OF
NORTHUMBERLAND was born 1611/12 and baptised in the Chapel Royal, Whitehall, London. She was the
daughter of William Cecil, Earl of Salisbury and Lady Catherine Howard. Anne married Algernon Percy, Earl of
Northumberland before 1630 (date not known exactly) and bore him five daughters. The portrait is unusual in
that the sitter is clearly pregnant, her hand resting protectively across her belly. This well observed gesture
exemplifies the greater interest in naturalism found in English paintings of the early 17th century. The portrait is a
symbol of the hope and need of these two great families for a male heir to the Earldom of Northumberland. Alas,
no son was born and Anne, Countess of Northumberland died in December 1637 aged 26. SIR ANTHONY VAN
DYKE (1599-1641) was the greatest master of the European baroque portrait. Born in Antwerp, he first visited
England in 1620. In 1632 he entered the service of King Charles | as Court Painter, and was knighted in 1633. His
flientsle was-gasentially the aristocratic circle of courtiers, many of whom lived in a romantic royalist dre...
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