SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1232612

British School (c1829/30) -
Watercolour of an Officer of
the Staffordshire 80th
Regiment of Foot

Price

GBP 320

| USD $436 | EUR 373

Item Reference: SA1232612
Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 19.5 cm (7.7")

Width = 17 cm (6.7")

Description

Watercolour on card mounted in a later gilded frame. Image: 4 5/8 x 3 5/8 in. (11.8 x 9.1 cm.) Frame: 7 5/8 x 6
11/16in. (19.5 x 17 cm.) The sitter’s identity is unknown, so we contacted the Staffordshire Regiment Museum
for assistance in identifying the portrait’s date and the officer’s rank from his uniform. Their reply follows. The
shoulder plate belongs to the Staffordshire 80th Regiment of Foot and can be dated to around 1829-30. The
sphinx shown on the shoulder plate refers to the Regiment’s service during the 1801 Egyptian Campaign. The
officer is wearing an 1829 Pattern coatee, which remained in use until the mid-1850s, and appears to be either a
Subaltern or a Captain. At this date, rank was distinguished by the gold epaulettes worn by officers of centre
companies, while officers of flank companies wore gold wings. As these epaulettes bear no star for Major, crown
for Lieutenant Colonel, or star and crown for Colonel, the officer must be either a Captain or a Subaltern. Rank
may also be indicated by the length of the bullion fringes: those of Captains were 2% inches deep, while those of
Subalterns were slightly shorter. On that basis, the bullion fringes may ...
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