SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1231023

Gilt Terracotta Winged Siren
Wall Brackets (With
Provenance), c.1890

Price

GBP 1,250

| USD $1,704 | EUR 1,459

Item Reference: SA1231023

Date of manufacture: 1890

Dimensions
Height = 24 cm (9.4")

Width = 19 cm (7.5")
Depth = 11.5 cm (4.5")

Description

An exceptional pair of late 19th century gilt terracotta wall brackets in the form of winged sirens. Originally
commissioned for the important Elizabethan 'High House' of Campsea Ashe, Suffolk. These brackets were sold
from the living room of the house in the contents sale of 1949, catalogue lot number '1277'. The original auction
catalogue is included. Each bracket is inscribed verso, "W. Lowther'. William Lowther (1821-1912) purchased High
House in 1883, and it remained in the Lowther family for the following 66 years (for more information on William
Lowther and High House, please see below). Each bracket depicts a fine Greek mythological winged siren. The
use of terracotta as a material is likely little coincidence, with the application of gold leaf over fired terracotta being
a known ancient Greek method in the creation of luxury reliefs and statues. There is one very small chip to right
wing tip of the smiling siren, otherwise the pair remain in a remarkably good condition throughout.
PROVENANCE: - Commissioned by William Lowther for High House, circa.1890 (please see below history for
m@pﬁipﬁgg%@n) - Purchased in house contents sale of 1949 and - Acquired f...
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