
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1230085

A fine and highly decorative
pair of antique French faience
vases made by
Fourmaintraux-Courquin at
Desvres, circa 1880.
Price

GBP 700
| USD $954 | EUR 817

Item Reference: SA1230085

Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Description

The vases form an original matched pair, with identical moulded baluster bodies, four-lobed rims and bases,
prominent shell-shaped relief panels and richly hand-painted cobalt-blue decoration. Each vase is painted with a
complementary pastoral equestrian scene, one rider moving to the right and the other to the left. Displayed
together, the opposing compositions form a harmonious and visually balanced pair.  The reverse sides are
decorated with abundant flowers, foliage and vigorous rococo scrollwork. The freehand painting includes finely
rendered trees and landscapes, subtle variations in cobalt tone, carefully shaded shell motifs and confident flowing
brushwork. The combination of sculptural relief and extensive hand painting demonstrates the quality of
Fourmaintraux-Courquin's historicist production at Desvres.  The bases bear freely hand-painted monograms,
most probably a connected VR read slightly differently by hand on each vase. Such variation is consistent with
Fourmaintraux-Courquin workshop production, where decorators' initials were applied freehand rather than with a
standardised printed stamp. The identical dimensions, matching moulded bodies, corresponding r...
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