
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1228623

Early 20th Century Bronze and
Brass Gimballed Ship's
Compass by F. Smith & Sons

Price

GBP 450
| USD $608 | EUR 526

Item Reference: SA1228623

Date of manufacture: 1920

Description

Early 20th Century Bronze and Brass Gimballed Ship's Compass by F. Smith & Sons, Southampton   A fine early
20th century English ship's compass by F. Smith & Sons of Southampton, housed within its original bronze and
brass gimbal mounting.  The compass retains its glazed bowl enclosing a boldly designed compass card with black
and white cardinal and intercardinal points, decorative fleur-de-lis north marker and maker's signature. The
instrument is fitted with its original prism sight assembly and spirit level, features associated with professional
marine navigation.  Designed for use aboard ship, the compass is suspended within a substantial gimbal ring
allowing it to remain level despite the movement of the vessel. The mounting retains its original side trunnions,
indicating installation within a binnacle or similar navigational housing. The metalwork has acquired an attractive
aged patina from years of maritime service.  Good original condition with age-related wear, minor surface marks
and areas of verdigris consistent with age and use. The compass card remains clear and legible beneath the glazed
cover. The gimbal mechanism operates freely.  Dimensions  Width across g...
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