SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1228247

Description

18TH CENTURY ENGLISH OIL
ON PANEL PORTRAIT OF
ALEXANDER VAN AKEN
(1701-1757)

Price

GBP 4,200

| USD $5,683 | EUR 4,914

Item Reference: SA1228247
Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 44 cm (17.3")

Width = 37 cm (14.6")
Depth =5 cm (2.0")

Fine 18th English oil on panel portrait of the celebrated drapery painter Alexander van Aken. Likely a self portrait,
it depicts the artist three-quarter length is his studio wearing red robes against red drapery wearing a turban and
caught in the act of painting. Drapery painters were specialist painters who completed the dress, costumes and
other accessories worn by the subjects of portrait paintings and from roughly 1725 to 1760 a large majority of
British portraits’ clothing & landscapes were painted by the workshop of Alexander Van Haecken and his brother
Joseph (d. 1749). Working for portrait painters with a large clientele, the brothers were in fact recognised as
amongst the foremost drapery painters active in mid-18th-century England and the link between the brothers and
the portrait painter Thomas Hudson and the similarities among Van Haecken’s sketches at Scotland’s National
Gallery of Art and surviving portraits is well documented. The drapery painters work was central to the success of
many celebrated London portrait artists who would completed the face and hands, and the drapery painters would
be responsible for the costume. This newly discovered portra...
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