
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1225334

Antique French Kingwood
Vernis Martin Secrétaire à
Abattant on Stand c.1880 -
Louis XV Ormolu Mounted
Writing Cabinet
Price

GBP 6,850
| USD $9,269 | EUR 8,015

Item Reference: SA1225334

Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 126 cm (49.6")

Width = 62 cm (24.4")

Depth = 37 cm (14.6")

Description

An exceptional antique French kingwood Vernis Martin secrétaire à abattant on stand, dating from circa 1880,
beautifully executed in the Louis XV taste and displaying the outstanding craftsmanship associated with the finest
Parisian cabinet makers of the late nineteenth century.  Constructed from richly figured kingwood, this elegant
cabinet is veneered throughout in finely matched parquetry arranged in striking herringbone patterns, creating
exceptional depth, warmth and visual movement. The serpentine form is lavishly adorned with finely chased gilt
bronze (ormolu) mounts, framing exquisite Vernis Martin panels depicting romantic pastoral scenes inspired by the
paintings of Jean-Honoré Fragonard, a hallmark of the finest French decorative furniture.  The fall-front opens to
reveal a beautifully fitted writing interior, complete with a black gilt-tooled leather writing surface, four small
drawers, central pigeonholes and useful storage compartments, making the cabinet as practical as it is decorative.
Below, the shaped frieze continues the elegant theme with a further painted Vernis Martin landscape panel
surrounded by intricate ormolu mounts, all raised upon graceful ca...
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