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SA1224887

Russian Papier-Mâché Lacquer
Cigarette Case Attributed to
the Vishnyakov Workshop,
c.1850-1870

Price

GBP 550
| USD $744 | EUR 644

Item Reference: SA1224887

Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 2.5 cm (1.0")

Width = 10 cm (3.9")

Depth = 8.9 cm (3.5")

Description

An attractive Russian papier-mâché lacquer cigarette case attributed to the celebrated Vishnyakov workshop and
dating to the mid-19th century. The lid is decorated with a finely painted Russian Winter Troika executed in the
traditional over-the-gold technique (pismo po skvoznomu), in which transparent oil paints were applied over gold
leaf to create a distinctive luminous effect. The animated composition, expressive horses and confident brushwork
reflect the finest traditions of Russian lacquer miniature painting.  The book-form case is fitted with a substantial
recessed brass piano hinge, illustrating the high standard of craftsmanship associated with quality Russian lacquer
work. The principal miniature is preserved in exceptional condition with remarkable retention of the original
lacquer and gilding. UV examination revealed no evidence of later overpainting, restoration or concealed cracks
within the painted scene.  During the 19th century, Russian lacquer artists increasingly combined academic
pictorial traditions with romanticized folklore, producing the narrative scenes for which Fedoskino lacquer became
famous. The Vishnyakov manufactory ranked among the leading R...Internal Ref: B1801
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