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Portrait of Jane Harris (later
Mrs Bigg) in a White Dress and
Blue Mantle c.1731; By Enoch
Seeman (the Younger)
(c.1694–1745), oil on canvas
paintingPrice

Sold

Item Reference: SA1221718

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 93 cm (36.6")

Width = 79 cm (31.1")

Depth = 7 cm (2.8")

Description

This exquisite portrait remained for nearly 300 years in the possession of the sitter’s descendants, preserved
among the Bigg-Wither family portraits at their magnificent stately manor Manydown Park in Hampshire.  This
elegant early Georgian portrait depicts Jane Harris (later Mrs Walter Bigg) at around twenty-five years of age,
shortly before her marriage, and is convincingly attributed to Enoch Seeman the Younger, circa 1731. Painted at
half length within a feigned oval stone frame, the sitter wears a draped blue silk mantle over a satin gown, her
calm, direct gaze and refined bearing conveying poised gentility. The restrained baroque elegance, cool palette,
and softly modelled flesh are characteristic of Seeman’s mature style in the early 1730s, aligning closely with his
portraits of gentry and court-connected sitters of the period.  Jane Harris was the only daughter and heiress of Dr
John Harris, rector of Chiddingfold, and granddaughter of the poet and Dean of Salisbury, Dr Edward Young. In
1734 she married the Reverend Walter Bigg, uniting her with a family of long-standing property and status that
later merged with the Wither family of Manydown Park, Hampshire. The...
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