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THOMAS HUDSON (1701 -
1779) - PORTRAIT OF JOHN
PENNECK OF BARLEY,
DEVON

Price

GBP 26,000
| USD $35,116 | EUR 30,410

Item Reference: SA1219144

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 145 cm (57.1")

Width = 120 cm (47.2")

Depth = 4 cm (1.6")

Description

Fine quality 18th century English portrait of  John Penneck of Barley, Devon offrered  in its original hand carved
and gilded frame.   This work is a superlative example Thomas Hudson’s style in the first half of his career.  During
these years, the majority of his clients hailed from his native Devon and elsewhere in the west country, including
fashionable and quickly-expanding Bath. Although Hudson had married the daughter of the successful
London-based portrait painter Jonathan Richardson (1667-1745) by 1725 (when their first child was baptised) it
was not until Richardson’s retirement in 1740 that he himself made the move to London. This was partly done out
of respect for his father-in-law and partly out of a wish to avoid competing with him. Nevertheless, Richardson’s
influence can be keenly felt in Hudson’s work in the early part of his career, with both his composition and
technique emulating the methods of his father-in-law. This can be seen here most clearly in the sensitive handling
of the face.  The Devonian landowner John Penneck was exactly the sort of figure who formed the basis of
Hudson’s clientele in this period. This portrait provides a good example of e...
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