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18th Century Marseille
Porcelain Tray Attributed to
Joseph-Gaspard Robert, c.
1770–1785

Price

GBP 950
| USD $1,283 | EUR 1,111

Item Reference: SA1216037

Date of manufacture: Georgian

Dimensions
Height = 3.5 cm (1.4")

Width = 24 cm (9.4")

Depth = 31.3 cm (12.3")

Description

A fine and highly elegant 18th-century French porcelain tray, attributed to the Manufacture de Joseph-Gaspard
Robert, Marseille, circa 1770–1785. This large oval tray is decorated with a graceful gallant scene in the taste of
Watteau and Boucher, showing a seated couple in a wooded landscape, framed by a delicate pink ribbon border,
small blue flowers and a gilt scalloped rim.  The reverse bears a blue hand-painted “R” mark, consistent with the
mark associated with Joseph-Gaspard Robert’s Marseille manufacture. The underside also has a distinctive
moulded S-shaped support rib, a practical and technical feature used on larger flat ceramic forms to strengthen the
body and help prevent distortion during firing. The fine white ceramic body, relatively light weight for its size, crisp
moulding, elegant oval form and refined Rococo decoration all support an attribution to high-quality Marseille
production of the later 18th century.  Joseph-Gaspard Robert was one of the most important ceramic makers in
18th-century Marseille. His workshop produced both faience and porcelain, including tablewares, tea wares, toilet
wares and richly decorated pieces with landscapes, figures, flowe...Internal Ref: B1749
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