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SA1214994

Japanese Meiji Bronze
Sculpture Elephant Fighting
Tigers By Tsunemitsu 常常

Price

GBP 995
| USD $1,346 | EUR 1,164

Item Reference: SA1214994

Date of manufacture: 1900

Description

A Japanese bronze model of an elephant fighting two tigers, cast during the Meiji period (1868–1912), bearing the
foundry mark Tsunemitsu (常常).   Tsunemitsu 常常 (Tsunemitsu) is the maker’s / foundry mark for Tsukahara
Tsunemitsu 常常常常, father and son master casters from Takaoka, active across two generations during the Meiji,
Taishō and Shōwa eras.   Takaoka was one of Japan’s principal bronze casting centres, and works bearing the
Tsunemitsu mark are recognised for their quality and were produced for both domestic use and export markets.
The dynamic subject reflects the period’s increasing interest in naturalistic animal studies. Following the opening of
Tokyo Zoo in 1882, Japanese artists were able to observe exotic animals directly, contributing to improved
anatomical accuracy in sculptural depictions of elephants, tigers, and other non-native species.   Note: The tusks
on this piece are synthetic replacements.   Dimensions:   Bronze  • Height: 15.7 cm / 6.18 in  • Width: 16 cm /
6.3 in  • Depth: 10 cm / 3.94 in   Base  • Height: 2 cm / 0.79 in  • Width: 25 cm / 9.84 in  • Depth: 18.2 cm /
7.17 in
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