SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1214863

17th century portrait of a lady
with an exotic bird and her
daughter by Michael Dahl
(1659-1743)

Price

GBP 22,000

| USD $29,713 | EUR 25,731

Item Reference: SA1214863
Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 142 c¢cm (55.9")

Width = 118 cm (46.5")

Description

A portrait of a lady three-quarter length, seated in an interior, wearing a red silk gown draped in a pink silk sash
with an exotic bird perched on her hand and one arm resting on a stone plinth, her young daughter wearing a
green silk gown standing at her side.  This double portrait was painted at the height of Dahl's career in circa
1715 when Dahl had become firmly established as one of the leading portrait painters in Britain. Although the
identities of the sitters are currently unknown, it is a sensitive depiction of a close and affectionate bond between
a mother and daughter, with the young girl's hand resting affectionately on her mothers lap. The tamed exotic bird
adds a charming decorative element which also serves to convey the high social status of the lady, given only the
very wealthy would be able to own such a rare and expensive pet and the lively colouring of the bird's feathers is
reflected in the colours of the sitters' silk gowns.  Michael Dahl (Stockholm 1659-1743 London) was born in
Stockholm in Sweden and studied under Martin Hannibal (d 1741) and later with David Klécker Ehrenstrahl. In
1682 he travelled to London, where he became acquainted w...
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