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A Rare 'Batavia'
Chocolate-Glazed 'Bird and
Prunus' Reserve Bowl Chinese,
Qing Dynasty, Jiaqing Period (c.
1796–1820)
Price

GBP 2,795
| USD $3,784 | EUR 3,270

Item Reference: SA1207764

Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 7.5 cm (3.0")

Description

A Rare 'Batavia' Chocolate-Glazed 'Bird and Prunus' Reserve Bowl Chinese, Qing Dynasty, Jiaqing Period (c.
1796–1820)  This robustly potted bowl (225g) is a master class in the Batavia style of monochrome glazing. The
exterior is enveloped in a deep, velvety Café au Lait ground—a rich "chocolate" tone of exceptional depth and
lustre. The piece features a characteristic organic round form with a slight kiln-warped asymmetry, a technical
hallmark of authentic early 19th-century porcelain produced in traditional wood-fired kilns.  The decoration is
masterfully executed using a white-reserve technique, creating a vivid silhouette of a magpie perched amidst
blossoming prunus branches. The brushwork possesses a calligraphic fluidity and intentionality; the bird’s spirited
posture and the delicate rendering of the petals reflect the scholarly elegance of the Jiaqing era's classical revival.
Scholarship and Comparative Literature:  This specific "Bird and Prunus" motif on a deep Café au Lait ground is a
sophisticated evolution of the earlier Kangxi imperial style. This piece finds its definitive scholarly parallel in the
Brian McElney Book “CHINESE CERAMICS & THE MARITIME TRADE ...
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