SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1197386

A 19th century bronze horse,
‘Cheval a la Barriére’ by P. J.
Méne

Price

GBP 3,500

| USD $4,736 | EUR 4,095

Item Reference: SA1197386
Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 29 cm (11.4")

Width =40 cm (15.7")
Depth = 14 cm (5.5")

Description

A fine bronze figure of a stallion calling a mare, by Pierre-Jules Méne, originally modelled in 1848 and exhibited in
bronze at the 1849 Salon in Paris. Numbered 43 in the sculptor's catalogue, it was known as 'Cheval a la Barriere',
and is of a horse named 'Djinn". The horse is standing beside a rustic fence and stands on a naturalistic base. The
bronze has a rich brown patina and is inscribed 'P.J. MENE' to the base. Méne was one of the most successful
and prolific animalier sculptors of his day. He was born in Paris in 1810 in Rue de Faubourg St. Antione. His
father, Doninique, was a skilled metal turner who taught his son not only the basics of metal foundry and the work
of a 'ciseler’, but also the principles of sculpture. He developed his natural talents as an animal sculptor under
sculptor René Compaire making detailed sketches of the animals in the zoo at the Jadin des Plantes which he used
as his models. He cast his own sculptures and quickly made a reputation for himself. In 1838 he exhibited a group
of a 'Dog and Fox' at the French Salon in bronze and established his own foundry in the same year, exhibiting one
or more models almost every year until hi...
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