SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1187450

Japanese carved keyaki wood
lotus tray (wagatabon), Meiji
period

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1187450
Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 3 cm (1.2")

Width = 38 cm (15.0")
Depth = 62 cm (24.4")

Description

A large Japanese carved wooden tray in the wagatabon tradition, dating from the Meiji period (1868-1912). The
design comprises two connected trays: a large rectangular lower tray and a smaller raised oval tray, joined by an
organic carved handle formed from intertwined lotus stems. Both trays are richly carved with scrolling lotus leaves
and stems, with two small lotus seed pods carved fully in the round. The upper tray incorporates a pierced lotus
blossom element, adding visual lightness and refinement. The carving is confident and well defined, showing
careful control of depth and movement. Carved from solid quarter-sawn keyaki (Japanese zelkova), the tray
displays warm red-brown tones and a natural patina consistent with age. Keyaki was highly valued in Japan for its
durability, fine grain and decorative qualities, making it a favoured material for high-quality functional objects. The
lotus (hasu) is a powerful symbol in Japanese culture, associated with purity and enlightenment, rising unstained
from muddy water — a theme clearly and deliberately expressed in this design. Measurements Length: 62 cm
(R442) WidBy 538 cm (15.07) Height: 3 cm (1.27) Condition Very g...
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