SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1163093

James Ferguson - Plumbago
Portraits of The Filkes Family

Price

GBP 3,250

| USD $4,431 | EUR 3,792

Item Reference: SA1163093
Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 8.7 cm (3.4")

Width = 7.5 cm (3.0")

Description

Finely drawn in India ink on vellum, these portraits depict three generations of the Filkes Family of Devizes in
Wiltshire: little Abel Filkes (b.1748), his parents John (1720-1760) and Elizabeth (1710-1797), and his maternal
grandfather Abel Grant (1677-1753). John Filkes worked alongside his brother and father in the Devizes textile
trade as a wool stapler: effectively a middleman buying fleeces, grading them and selling them on to be woven into
cloth. He and Elizabeth married in 1747 and had two sons. Elizabeth’s father, Abel Grant, was a prosperous
merchant in Bristol who had a financial stake in five galley ships - Richard and Mary, Salisbury, Kingston, Brown
and Berkeley - importing tallow, sugar and other commodities. Abel Jun. in his cute peaked cap was just 16
months old when his likeness was drawn. He grew up to follow in the footsteps of his paternal uncle becoming an
apothecary. Little Abel's portrait was taken in 1750; the other three are earlier. Ferguson has successfully
captured the characteristics of each sitter from John's straining waistcoat buttons and Elizabeth’s gentleness to
Mbsl-SeR-a fermidable ‘don’t mess with me’ expression and Abel Jun.’s ca...
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