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c.1695 Portrait of a Lady in a
White and Russet Dress with
Blue Drapery; Attributed to
Herman Verelst (1641-c.1702),
Oil on canvas painting
Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1147016

Date of manufacture: 17th Century

Dimensions
Height = 74 cm (29.1")

Width = 62 cm (24.4")

Depth = 5 cm (2.0")

Description

This lavish portrait, painted circa 1695, is an exquisite example of the type of portrait in vogue during the last
quarter of the seventeenth century.  It is evident that the artist was influenced by the Dutch and French schools
of painting.  The sitter has been depicted wearing an abundance of expensive silk drapery; she is almost enveloped
in it, and this emphasises the fact that this lady was a paragon of the wealthy and privileged society that she
belonged to. A remarkable care is exercised, for example, in rendering of the flesh and the treatment of the
drapery, notably the lace surrounding the neckline.  The beautiful colour combination of white, russet, and blue
has a strong visual impact, there was no need for the use of excessive props and jewellery bar a simple (but large)
diamond arm band and brooch.  The clear fresh palette, bright eyes, and beautiful rendering is exquisite.    Held in
a period gilded frame.  Herman Verelst was an accomplished artist who painted history, fruit and flowers, and
portraits, and was part of a large family of painters spanning several generations.  Like the vast majority of painter
emigres to London during the period, his work is s...
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