SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1136177

Antique Sterling Silver
Cigarette Case With Female
Nude Enamel, Erotic art, LGBT
Interest

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1136177

Date of manufacture: 1910

Dimensions
Height =2 cm (0.8")

Width = 9.2 cm (3.6")
Depth =7 cm (2.8")

Description

This exceptional antique sterling silver cigarette case showcases a beautifully printed enamel plaque depicting two
classical nudes in an interior setting. Made by Joseph Gloster and hallmarked for Birmingham, 1917, the case is a
fine example of early 20th century craftsmanship blending technical skill with aesthetic elegance. The rectangular
case features a smooth polished body with linear engine-turned detailing to the reverse, and a richly coloured oval
enamel plague set into the lid. The figures are delicately rendered in soft naturalistic tones against a classical
backdrop, with excellent detailing and shading. The interior of the case is fully hallmarked and bears an additional
hand-engraved inscription commemorating the "Brighton Tournament, Sept 1920," adding a charming historical
note to the piece. This case would particularly appeal to collectors of fine enamelwork, admirers of sensuous
classical art, and those interested in historic LGBT themes, where representations of beauty and intimacy were
often celebrated through refined artistic craftsmanship. Historical Background Printed enamel techniques were
widely developed in the late 19th and early 20th centuri...
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