
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1114039

18th Century George I
Gilt-Gesso Pier Glass mirror,
Manner of John Belchier

Price

GBP 8,900
| USD $12,043 | EUR 10,414

Item Reference: SA1114039

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Description

A Rare George I Gilt-Gesso Pier Glass Mirror, Circa 1725. England. In the Manner of John Belchier  The mirror has
an elaborately carved gilt-gesso frame, which was a hallmark of luxury during the 18th century.  Divided by arched
rectangular, softly bevelled mirror plates, the design is set within a gadrooned and foliate-carved border, crowned
by an ornate cresting. At the centre, a finely worked pagoda shell and acanthus motif takes prominence, flanked by
exquisitely crafted eagles and scrolling foliage. Below, a punch-decorated carved frieze adds further detail and
elegance to the composition.  The shape is elongated, suggesting it was designed to be a pier mirror placed
between two windows or above a console table.  This piece dates to the first quarter of the 18th century and
reflects transitional influences from Queen Anne to Georgian styles. The shell and scrollwork are typical of early
Rococo design, which flourished in the mid-18th century.  Pier mirrors became increasingly popular in
18th-century England and France as glass-making technology advanced. They symbolized opulence and were
often found in homes of the wealthy gentry and aristocracy. The gilded details r...
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