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SA1108475

RARE JAMES MCCABE
DRUMHEAD WALL CLOCK

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1108475

Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Dimensions
Height = 43 cm (16.9")

Description

This highly sought-after and rare eight-day single fusee drumhead clock is a remarkable example of the
craftsmanship of the celebrated English clockmaker, James McCabe of the Royal Exchange, London. The clock is
housed in a 17-inch mahogany drumhead case, featuring two inspection hatches—one on the side and one on the
base—both operated with the same key. Additionally, a larger key is included to unlock the brass bezel, which
encloses a stunning painted dial in excellent condition. The dial is marked with the name “James McCabe, Royal
Exchange, London” at the center, further elevating its historical significance.  James McCabe, born in Lurgan,
Ireland, in 1748, was part of a family already immersed in the clockmaking trade. After emigrating to London in
1775, McCabe established his business on Fleet Street and later moved to the Royal Exchange in 1802. By the
time of his death in 1811, McCabe’s firm was recognized for its exceptional quality. His legacy continued under
the stewardship of his sons, who carried on the business until its closure in 1883, marking the end of over 100
years of prestigious craftsmanship.  McCabe’s clocks were renowned worldwide, especially in In...
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