SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1090855

Antique Satsuma Earthenware
Vase, Japan, c. 19th Century

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1090855
Date of manufacture: 19th Century

Description

This exquisite antique Satsuma vase, dating from the Japanese Meiji period (1868-1912), exemplifies the
exceptional craftsmanship and artistry for which Satsuma ware is renowned. The vase, of square baluster form, is
hand-painted in muted tones, featuring intricate designs within four cartouches. Each cartouche is adorned with
beautifully rendered scenes depicting Japanese figures amidst natural landscapes, birds in flight, and a goose
among flowering branches. The cobalt blue background is richly decorated with gilded ornaments in an oriental
style, complemented by delicate gold-painted butterflies around the neck. Both the top and bottom edges are
elegantly gilded in a circular pattern, enhancing the piece's refined appearance. The vase is signed on the bottom
with the Shimazu family crest and the name Harita Ryokuzan, a known exporter of Satsuma ware active in Kyoto
at the end of the 19th century. This signature confirms the vase as a genuine piece from the period and region.
Satsuma ware originated in the southern regions of Kyushu, Japan, under the rule of the Shimazu clan. The
production of Satsuma ceramics began around the early 1600s, originally featuring plain, d...
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