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Oil painting by John Blake
Macdonald (1829-1901)
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Item Reference: SA1080651

Date of manufacture: 1890

Dimensions
Height = 49.5 cm (19.5")

Width = 58.5 cm (23.0")
Depth = 6.5 cm (2.6")

Description

An interesting and decorative oil painting by John Blake Macdonald (1829-1901). The scene depicts cattle grazing
in a pasture on the edge of a woodland. The technique used is very loose and free with broad brushstrokes that
capture perfectly the wild and blustery landscape. | particularly like the gnarled and blasted tree in the foreground.
The work is in excellent untouched condition and is fully signed to the lower left. John Blake MacDonald was born
in Boharm, Ayrshire, Scotland. In 1862 he won the Royal Scottish Academy prize for life painting in Edinburgh. He
exhibited at the Royal Academy from 1866 to 1876. He was elected to the Royal Scottish Academy in 1877 and
subsequently exhibited 76 works there. His earlier works focused on historical subjects mostly from the Jacobite
period. He travelled abroad, notably to Venice, and later dropped figure painting almost entirely to concentrate on
landscape painting. Macdonald's work was full of drama, and he used dark colours and chiaroscuro effects of
Lauder of whom he was pupil. This work is typical of his later period and is mounted in the original frame which is
in very good untouched condition. The whole has a great lo...
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