SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1068043

Antique silver hot air
balloonist’s pocket barometer /
altimeter

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1068043

Date of manufacture: 1920

Description

Antique silver hot air balloonist’s pocket barometer / altimeter. The barometer measures 48mm diameter
excluding the stem and loop. This particular example is unusual in that it has a silver case. It is in lovely condition
with nice crisp engine turned detail to the back. Central cartouche to the centre with ornate initials, together with
the date 1920. The glass lens is in lovely condition. The silvered dial with original blued steel pointer is signed
with the name of the Leeds optician, H Manley, the original retailer of the barometer. The dial includes an
altimeter which measures up to 4000 ft. To measure your height you rotate the outer chapter ring by pressing the
crown in and turning until the hand is aligned with the zero (assuming you are at sea level), then as you climb, the
hand moves due to the fall in air pressure and you will be able to read off the height you have reached. This type
of barometer was often used to guage the height on a mountain, in a hot air balloon or airplane, or even by miners
to determine the depth of a mine. Taking into account the fact that the case is silver and that it is in beautiful
condition, hot air ballooning is probabl...
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