
SELLING ANTIQUES REF NO

SA1033768

Rare Pastel & Cut-Out Profile
by Nathaniel Bermingham

Price

GBP 1,650
| USD $2,233 | EUR 1,931

Item Reference: SA1033768

Date of manufacture: 18th Century

Dimensions
Height = 32 cm (12.6")

Width = 28 cm (11.0")

Description

This well-finished profile portrait form the third quarter of the eighteenth century shows a slender gentleman in a
powdered toupée and queue dressed in a teal blue coat over a white waistcoat and knotted stock. Drawn in
pastel, the front edge of the profile has been cut out from the top of the head, around the face and down the
front length of the coat. A further sheet of paper painted in matching dark pastel has then been cleverly and
almost seamlessly affixed behind this edge. This part-cut technique was unique to the Irish artist Nathaniel
Bermingham who also specialised in decorative cut paper and painted coat-of-arms. * In fine condition, the portrait
is presented in the original giltwood frame with a inner beaded border. * Born in Dublin around 1712, Nathaniel
Bermingham served out an apprenticeship with a herald painter before moving to London to work as a cut paper
and portrait artist. He came to an arrangement with the fashionable print shop owner Laetitia Pilkington whereby
she was to pass off his work as hers for a third share of the profit. In her Memoirs, Laetitia colourfully described
the young Bermingham as “a most ugly, squinting, mean-looking fellow” and...Internal Ref: 7563
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