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The Encore, figure and shadow
on stage ca 1925: art deco
avant garde modernist Paris
theatre oil on jute painting

Price

Sold

Item Reference: SA1031019

Date of manufacture: 1920

Dimensions
Height = 65 cm (25.6")

Width = 54 cm (21.3")

Depth = 1 cm (0.4")

Description

There is a great exhibition on in Paris at the Petit Palais at the moment, entitled "Modern Paris/Le Paris de la
Modernité 1905-1925" ... and this painting would fit into the exhibition perfectly!  Its audacious and purist
composition depicts one of the stages of the Champs Elysées Theatre, the importance of which for modernist
Paris is hard to overestimate. Built between 1911 and 1913 on Avenue Montaigne, it became the first example of
Art Deco architecture in the city. Less than two months after its inauguration, the Théâtre hosted the world
premiere of the Ballets Russes' Rite of Spring, which provoked one of the most famous classical music riots.
Josephine Baker caused a sensation there with the Revue Nègre in 1925.    Interestingly, our painting was also
exhibited in the salons of one of the Champs Elysées Theatre during artist Jean Priet's exhibition there in 1928. An
invitation to this exhibition is still attached to the verso of the canvas. Priet was a painter and illustrator, best
known for his drawings in the "Conversation du Maréchal d'Hocquincourt". The present painting must have held a
special place in the heart of the artist. According to a touching label on...
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